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GAZETTE 

 When my partner Lynn and I 

bought our home at 68 Hawthorne Street 

seven years ago, I was pretty sure that it 

had been designed by the same architects 

(Ross & MacDonald of Montreal) who 

designed the houses in the Hydrostone area 

of Halifax. Our place, pictured below, has 

many of the same interior and exterior 

features as the houses, except that it is built 

of wood, not hydrostone. Given its date of 

construction (1918-19), I was also pretty 

sure that it had been built by the Halifax 

Relief Commission (HRC), to replace a 

home that was destroyed in the 1917 

Halifax Harbour Explosion.  However, 

almost all homes in the Hawthorne Street 

area survived the Explosion, and the 

nearest Ross & MacDonald houses are a 

couple kilometres away. So why was this 

house built on Hawthorne Street? 

 Answering this question turned out 

to be more complicated, and a lot more 

interesting, than I had imagined.  I hit many 

dead ends, and the major pieces of the 

puzzle finally came together only with the 

help of Nova Scotiaõs super-knowledgeable 

senior archivist, Garry Shutlak. Along the 

way, I learned a great deal, and even met 

some descendants of the Explosion 

survivor for whom our house was built. 

Her name was Annie (Wright) Leedham, 

and she was 70 years old at the time of the 

Explosion. Here is what we have learned 

about her story, so far:  

 Annie Wright was born in 1847, 

and grew up on her familyõs farm on the 

sparsely populated òSackville Roadó - now 

Windmill Road in Burnside.1  Annieõs 

younger brother, George, became an 

(Continued on page 2) 

68 Hawthorne Street today: the òhouse for Annie Leed-
hamó, built and paid for by the Halifax Relief Commis-
sion to replace Annieõs Windmill Road home. In April 
2017, it was registered as a municipal heritage property. 
Courtesy Maura Donovan. Margaret, Robert and 

Catherine Wright enjoying 

the fallen leaves in November 

1948. Dartmouth Heritage 

Museum. 1993.15.105 
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internationally successful entrepreneur and a generous 

philanthropist, although he is perhaps best known today 

as the only resident of Halifax to die when the Titanic 

went down in April 1912.2   

 In 1866, Annie Wright married Charles E. 

Leedham, who hailed from England. They had seven 

children, and Charles, who worked at the Rope Works 

on Wyse Road, died in 1889, at age 45. City directories 

from 1910 to 1916 tell us that Annie was a Windmill 

Road homeowner. However, prior to the 1920õs, 

Dartmouth Street numbers were almost never recorded 

in government documents, so it is difficult to pinpoint 

her exact location. Census records suggest that Annieõs 

house was most likely between Albro Lake Road and 

Jamieson Street ð directly across the harbour from the 

Explosion site.  

 In the aftermath of the Explosion, the Halifax 

Relief Commission (HRC) built new rental housing in 

Halifax (òthe Hydrostoneó). The HRC also built single-

family homes, in both Halifax and Dartmouth, for 

homeowners whose houses had been more than 50% 

destroyed. The HRC was very strict in their stance that 

no Explosion survivors would be provided with a new 

home that was valued at more than their pre-Explosion 

housing. The house built for Annie was a òD9ó plan, 

one of the largest of Ross & MacDonaldõs 30-some 

designs. This suggests that her original home was also 

large. The Dartmouth Heritage Museum has a photo of 

a heavily damaged home, with òLeedhams Residence, 

Windmill Road, Dartmouth, NSó written across it. This 

was very likely either Annieõs house, or the home of her 

son Charles D. Leedham. Before the Explosion, 

Charles, his wife Sophia, and their six children also lived 

on Windmill Road.; after the Explosion, they lived at 89 

Fairbanks Street. 

 At the Provincial Archives, I found 

correspondence showing that by August 1918 the HRC 

had approved a new òhouse for Annie Leedhamó on 

Windmill Road. In October 1918, the HRC advised the 

builder to construct the house on Hawthorne Street.  

These records indicate neither why nor where on 

Hawthorne Street., although the architectural drawings 

for Annieõs house are an exact match to my house.  

 Through separate records (obtained at the 

Registry of Deeds), we learned that, in 1914, Annieõs 

daughter Alice and her husband John (Lloy) purchased a 

parcel of land at 68 Hawthorne Street.  Those records 

do not show whether John and Alice Lloy built a house 

at 68 Hawthorne before the Explosion, but the 1919 

and 1921 city directories show Annie, Alice and John all 

living at 68 Hawthorne. Based on this information, we 

can only assume that Annie ð or someone else ð decided 

that it would be best for her to live with her daughter 

and son-in-law on Hawthorne Street, rather than in the 

devastated Windmill Road area.   

 We have not found any information that would 

tell us more about the Leedhamsõ situation, such as what 

happened to Annie herself on that awful day in 

December 1917, or her health following the Explosion 

ð although given that Annie died in 1921, she may have 

had some health problems.  We do not know 

where on Hawthorne Street John & Alice Lloy 

lived prior to the Explosion, nor how that 

structure was affected by the Explosion. And, 

as previously noted, we do not know exactly 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Somewhere on Windmill Road, December 1917: A badly 

damaged Leedham family home. This was likely either Annieõs 

house, or the home of her son Charles D. Leedham, his wife 

Sophia (Gavel) Leedham, and their children.  

Dartmouth Heritage Museum. 2010.019.001 
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where on Windmill Road Annie lived prior to the 

Explosion.  

 The Leedham descendants who I have met do 

have a story about the Explosion. It involves their 

father, George Leedham ð Annieõs grandson, and the 

son of Charles & Sophia ð born December 28, 1912 and 

named for his great-uncle, George Wright. On 

December 6, 1917, young George was just shy of five 

years old, and not yet old enough to be in school.  At 

9:04 am, he was standing outdoors, at his usual perch 

where he would watch the ships in the busy harbour ð a 

favourite pastime of children in wartime Halifax and 

Dartmouth.  He was watching a large ship that was on 

fire, when it suddenly exploded.  

 
And changed everything.  

 

(Continued from page 2) 

1 The Wright family farmhouse was on land that, more than a 
century later, became the home of the Moosehead brewery. 
2 George Wright was profiled in the last edition of the DHMõs 
Gazette. 

Join Our Team!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Weðre Looking for Volunteers! 
 

Are you interested in volunteering at the Museum, but not sure how you can help? We have a variety of 

positions for volunteers. Whether you enjoy working with the public or behind-the-scenes, we have 

something for you!  
 

We are currently looking for volunteers to help in the following areas:   

For more information on these positions, please contact the Museum at 902-464-2300 or 

info@dartmouthmuseum.ca. 
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¶ Board of Directors 
¶ Cataloging (working with 

online database) 

¶ Costume Sewer (sew pieces of 

clothing necessary for the 

interpretive costume program) 

¶ Museum Support (organizing, 

administrative duties etc.) 
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Staff  News 
 

Visitor Services Officer 
 

Julia Clarke 

 

Summer has come and gone, which means itõs time for 

our summer sound-off. (Basically just a summer re-cap, 

but who can resist the alliteration of òsummer sound-

offó?).  

 

We had a fantastic summer at the Dartmouth Heritage 

Museum. Both Evergreen House and Quaker House 

saw an increase in traffic over last summer. We saw lots 

of visitors from outside of Nova Scotia and even quite a 

few international guests. Darren Fisher, Member of 

Parliament for Dartmouth-Cole Harbour, visited 

Evergreen House on August 23 to meet our summer 

students and had a tour of the museum. Thank you to 

everyone who visited!  

 

What about the events? Well, our weekly event, 

Afternoon Tea at Evergreen, was a hit! We were 

fortunate to have live music at our teas in August and 

September provided by siblings, Alistair and Lydia 

Maksym, and their mother, Jennifer Publicover. Tea, 

scones AND music - what more could you want! We 

hope to bring them back again next year. Our Parade of 

Sail Viewing Party and Old Fashioned Fair event on 

August 1 went off without a hitch and brought in lots 

of new visitors to the museum. Lots of ships were seen 

and prizes were won. Thank you to everyone who 

attended one of our events during the summer! And, 

thank you to our staff and volunteers for their tireless 

effort.  

 

Do you have an ideas for next summer? Let us know! 

Send your suggestions to info@dartmouthmuseum.ca. 

 

 

Delicious scones and cookies just waiting for guests to 

arrive. Provided by Karynõs Cookies & Treats.  

Above: Guests both inside and outside of Evergreen House watching the 

Tall Ships sail by on August 1. 

Below: Courtney and Shannon, two of our staff members, with MP Fisher 

visiting our exhibit Explosion! Dartmouth's Ordeal of the 1917 Disaster. 

mailto:info@dartmouthmuseum.ca

